
Brain-Based Science + Your Curriculum: 
Helping Our Students Prevent Drug Misuse



Agenda
Introduction

• Your Host
• Your Need
• What is Operation Prevention

Refresher
• Digital Lessons
• VFTs
• Student Videos
• Self-Paced Module

What’s New? 
• Multi-Drug Prevention Resources
• Video Topic Series, Activities + Educator 

Guide
• American Indian + Native Alaskan Resources

Questions?



Catie Drew, M.A.T.
Sr. Prevention Program Manager 
Drug Enforcement Administration  - DEA
Cathleen.R.Drew@usdoj.gov

Your Host



oBegan as a program aimed at combatting a growing 
epidemic of prescription opioid misuse and heroin use 
nationwide and has expanded to include prevention 
resources for all drug categories.

oContent sourced from National Institute of Drug Abuse 
(NIDA) and the Substance Abuse & Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) Center for Substance Abuse 
Prevention

oWorkplace resources and turn-key resources for elementary, 
middle, and high school classrooms

oNo cost

The Partnership



Your Need
• Make a list.
• Be as specific as possible.
• In your experience, which 

topics need better 
resources?

• Anything else you can think 
of?



o Interdisciplinary Lessons (Elementary School) 

o Digital Lesson Bundles (Middle & High School) 

o Virtual Field Trip Series

o Student Videos

o Self-Paced e-learning Module*

o Parent Resource Toolkit*

o Educator Webinar (On-Demand)

*offered in English and Spanish

Opioid Misuse Prevention 
Resources—Refresher



Standards-Based
o Next Generation Science Standards

o Social & Emotional Learning Standards

o CCSS English language arts

o National Health Education Standards 



Inquiry-Based Science



Elaborate:
Trauma-Informed Care



Digital Lessons





Digital Lessons



What are the resources?



Digital Lessons



What are the resources?



Virtual Field Trips
Opioids: Real People. 
Real Stories. Real Science

On the Frontlines: 
A Community Fighting Back

The Science Behind 
Opioid Addiction



Student Videos

https://www.operationprevention.com/competition/video/archives/2018
https://www.operationprevention.com/competition/video/archives/2018


Self-Paced Module



For hard copies email:
Cathleen.R.Drew@usdoj.gov

Parent Tool Kit



Multi-Drug Misuse Prevention 
Resources

Why? 

It’s not just an opioid problem



Monitoring the Future 2019 Survey Results (NIDA)

Usage Trends



Multi-Drug Misuse Prevention 
Resources Why? It’s brain science!



Multi-Drug Misuse Prevention 
Resources

What’s available? 

• Video Topic Series

• Topic Series Activities

• Educator Guide



Video Topic Series



Topic Series Activities 
• Grades 3–8
• 30–45 min. 
• Standards (ELA, NHS)

• Elementary school materials
• Middle school materials

• Marijuana

• Stimulants• Hallucinogens

• Inhalants

• Depressants

• Steroids



Topic Series Activities 

Hallucinogens
• Research hallucinogens and create an infographic poster 

highlighting the impact on the brain and body
• Synthesize informational text by using a close reading 

protocol

Inhalants
• Use creative writing to explain how inhalants impact 

the brain and the body
• Synthesize information from sources

Depressants
• Analyze sources and synthesize information on depressants’ 

impact on the brain and the body
• Create a summary paragraph to explain the impact of 

depressants on the body and the brain



Topic Series Activities 
Marijuana
• Analyze the impact of marijuana by using info text to chart how 

THC affects the brain
• Create their own questions about the impact of marijuana on 

the brain and the body to drive engagement

Stimulants
• Create refusal skits that highlight strategies for avoiding health 

risks like the use of stimulants
• Develop questions that help engage in learning about 

stimulants

Steroids
• Evaluate the impact of steroids on the brain and the body by 

investigating current information in their reporter’s notebook
• Use informational text to write an editorial on the impact of 

steroids on the brain and  body



Re-Structuring Menu for Remote 
Learning



• Overviews, including a brain 
science background video 
from NIDA

• Key Outcomes: 
Student will be able to…

• Key Takeaways: 
Most important facts to know.

Educator Guide



Coming Spring 2021! 

American Indian/Alaska Native 
Drug Misuse Prevention Resources

• Digital Lessons
• Classroom Activities
• Master Class Video Series to Guide 

Implementation



• Revisit your list from earlier of 
your needs.

• Thus far, can you identify any 
resources from Operation 
Prevention 
that may meet these needs? 

• What resource do you want to 
dive deeper into? 

• Why? What do you hope to 
find?

EVALUATION: Your Need



Questions, Ideas, & Classroom 
Implementation Stories?

Catie Drew, M.A.T.
Sr. Prevention Program Manager 
Drug Enforcement Administration - DEA

Cathleen.R.Drew@usdoj.gov

mailto:cathleen.r.drew@usdoj.gov


For more information and to pledge your support visit

OperationPrevention.com
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